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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
IN THE MATTER OF:

THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION ACT, R.8.B.C. 1986, c. 68
AND IN THE MATTER OF;

THE CANADIAN CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS
AND IN THE MATTER OF:

A REFERENCE BY THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL SET OUT IN

ORDER IN COUNCIL NO. 533 DATED OCTOBER 22, 2009 CONCERNING -

THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF S. 293 OF THE CRIMINAL CODE OF CANADA,
‘ R.S.C. 1985, c. C-46

AFFIDAVIT #1 OF ZHENG WU

I, Zheng Wu, Professor and Chair of the Department of Sociology at the University of
Victoria, 3800 Finnerty Road, Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 3P5, MAKE OATH AND
SAY AS FOLLOWS: '

1. | am a professional Sociologist and Demographer, and as such have personal
knowledge of the facts and matters hereinafter depos_ed to, except where same are
stated to be on information and belief, and where so stated, | verily believe them to
be true.

2. 1 have been a Professor of Sociology at the University of Victoria in British Columbia
since 1992 and have served as the Chair of the Department of Sociology since
2006. 1 have been the Director of the University of Victoria Population Research
Group since 2008 and have been a Research Affiliate with the Centre on Aging and
the University of Washington Centre for Studies in Demography and Ecology since
2003. | have also served as an Adjunct Professor, School of Public Administration
and Policy, Xi'an Jiaotong University, Xi'an, China since 2009. Additionally, | have




2-

held a number of elected positions with the Canadian Population Society and am the
current President, with my term being from 2008 to 2010.

. I received my B.A. in English from the Beijing Second Foreign Language Institute in
Beijing, China in 1983. | received my M.A. in Sociology from the University of
Victoria in 1988. | received my Ph.D. in Social Demography from the University of
Western Ontario in London, Ontario in 1992.

.My research interests reach across numerous socio-demographic topics, with long-
standing expertise in family demography. My research monograph, Cohabitation: An
Alternative Form of Family Living (Don Mills, ON: Oxford University Press, 2000)
stands as one of the leading comprehensive investigations into cohabitation in
Canada. Building upon this work, | have completed multi-year funded research
programs on post-cohabitation (union dissolution) experiences, concentrating on
several integrated topics, including union dissolution, post-union dissolution re-
partnering processes, and parental union dissolution effects on children’s behavioral
and educational life chances. | am patrticularly interested in Canadian trends in
regional patterns in conjugal union formation, focusing on the dramatic growth and
regional divergence in the choice of nonmarital cohabitation instead of marriage in -
the first union formation process.

. A true copy of my curriculum vitae is attached as Exhibit “A” to this affidavit.

. In 2010, | was retained by George Macintosh, Q.C., to provide an expert opinion
regarding the increasing rates of non-marital cohabitation and decreasing rates of
marital cohabitation in Canada as well as co-residential unions that a Canadian

person enters into in his or her lifetime.

. A true copy of my June 2010 report to Mr. Macintosh is attached as Exhibit “B” to
this affidavit wherein | gave the opinion, which | now confirm, that there has been a
shift in the meaning of marriage (conjugality) in Canada and most other Western

societies over the past several decades. This shift corresponds to social and
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demographic trends that have de-centered the predominance of marriage, and

increased variation in conjugal relationships.

SWORN BEFORE ME at Victoria,
British Columbia, this f[ﬂ‘ day of
June, 2010.
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Zheng-Wy’

A Comm)issionet for taking Affidavits
for BritiSh Columbia.
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SEAN HERW
Barvistey & Solickior
IPARSIS, VAUGHAN, WRRLS & MURMIT LLP
1100 « 1175 Dongline Stroet
Victorls, BC
Vaw 281





CURRICULUM VITAE March 2010

Personal Information:

Address:

Citizenship:

Degrees:

ZHENG WU
This Is Exhibit ® A * ref toin
Home: 986 Westwood Place the affidavit of___’z,k.b_*_.a ﬂJ .
Victoria, B.C., Canada V8Y 2W5 City of Micheris

Tel: (250) 658-2394

Office: Department of Sociology
University of Victoria
3800 Finnerty Road
Victoria, B.C., Canada V8W 3P5
Tel: (250) 721-7576; Fax: (250) 721-6217
E-mail: zhengwu@uvic.ca;
Web: http://web.uvic.ca/~zhengwu/

Canadian

Ph.D., (Social Demography), the University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario. 1992.
M. A., (Sociology), the University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia. 1988.

B. A., (English), Beijing Second Foreign Language Institute, Beijing, China. 1983.

Present Positions:

2006-present
2001-present
2008-present
1993-present

2003 -present

2009-present

Chair, Department of Sociology, the University of Victoria
Professor, Department of Sociology, the University of Victoria
Director, Population Research Group, the University of Victoria
Research Affiliate, Centre on Aging, the University of Victoria

Research Affiliate, Centre for Studies in Demography and Ecology, the
University of Washington

Adjunct Professor, School of Public Administration and Policy, Xi’an Jiaotong
University, Xi’an, China

Positions Held:
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2004-08 Faculty Affiliate, Population Research Group, the University of Victoria

2000-03 Graduate Advisor, Department of Sociology, the University of Victoria

2000-01 Acting Chair, Department of Sociology, the University of Victoria

1996-05 Professional Associate, Population Studies Centre, the University of Western
Ontario

1996-01 Associate Professor (with tenure), Department of Sociology, the University of
Victoria

1992-96 Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, the University of Victoria

1991-92 Lecturer, Department of Sociology, the University of Western Ontario

1991-92 Project Director, the Faculty of Applied Health Sciences, the University of
Western Ontario

1991 Instructor, Department of Part-time Studies and Continuous Education, the
University of Western Ontario

1985-86 Cultural Representative of the People’s Republic of China, Professional Staffing,
the Walt Disney World Co., Lake Buena Vista, Florida

1983-85 Instructor, Department of English, the Beijing Second Foreign Language Institute,
Beijing, China

1978-79 Library Assistant, the Institute of Journalism, the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, Beijing, China

Elected Offices Held:

2008-10 President, the Canadian Population Society

2006-08 Vice President, the Canadian Population Society

2002-04 Councillor, the Canadian Population Society (also 1996-98)

Other Professional Activities:

2009-present Member, the Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research (MSFHR) Health

Service Research Trainee Program Evaluation Committee
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2007-present

2006-present

2003-present

2006-08

2004-05

2002-04

1998-00

1996-98
1996-98

1997-98

Member, the Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research (MSFHR) Career
Population Health Research Evaluation Committee

Member, National Advisory Committee on Demographic Statistics, Statistics
Canada

Senior Researcher, Metropolis British Columbia — Centre of Excellence for
Research on Immigration and Diversity, Vancouver, British Columbia

Chair, Conference Organizing Committee, the Canadian Population Society

Member, Mental Health and Additions Research Ad Hoc Task Force, Michael
Smith Foundation for Health Research

Member, National Committee, the Canadian Population Society

Member, Communications and Publications Committee, the Canadian Population
Society

Member, Publications Committee, the Canadian Population Society
Chair, Membership Committee, the Canadian Population Society

Member, Studentship Committee, Institutional Program, British Columbia Health
Research Foundation

University Service:

2005-present
2005-06
2001-03
2000-01
-2000-01
2000
1999
1998-99
1997-99

Editorial:
2008-present

2007-present

Member, Senate Committee on University Budget

Member, Social Science Equality Committee

Member, Sara Spencer Research Award Committee

Member, Faculty Canadian Research Chair Selection Committee
Member, Faculty Evaluation Policy Committee

Member, Sociology Chair Search Committee (also 1995, 1998)

External Member, Economics Chair Search Committee

External Member, Economics Faculty Search Committee

Member, Committee on Academic Standards (Faculty of Social Sciences)

Member of Editorial Committee, Revue international Enfances, Familles,
Générations
Associate Editor, Canadian Studies in Population
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2004-present Member of Editorial Board, Survey Research (Taiwan)
2002-present Member of Editorial Board, Journal of Marriage and Family
2006-10 Member of Editorial Board, American Sociological Review

Occasional Reviewer:

Ageing and Society; American Journal of Preventive Medicine; American Journal of Public
Health:; American Sociological Review; Canadian Ethnic Studies; Canadian Journal of
Sociology; Canadian Journal on Aging; Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology;
Canadian Social Trends; Demography; European Journal of Population; European
Sociological Review; International Family Planning Perspectives; Journal of Aging and
Human Development; Journal of Comparative Family Studies; Journal of Ethnic and
Migration Studies; Journal of Family Issues; Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences; Journal
of Health and Social Behavior; Journal of Population Studies; Journal of Social and Personal
Relationships; Medical Science Monitor; Population Research and Policy Review; Population
Studies; Population Studies (Taiwan); Research on Aging; Social Biology; Social Forces;
Social Problems; Social Science & Medicine; Sociological Quarterly; Sociology Compass

Canadian Initiative on Social Statistics (CISS); Social Science and Humanity Research
Council (SSHRC); Oxford University Press; Routledge Press; Springer; University of British
Columbia Press; University of Toronto Press; McGraw-Hill Ryerson; Canadian Scholars’
Press/Women’s Press; Brooks/Cole Publishing

Awards and Honours:

2006 Visiting Professor, School of Public Administration, Xi’an Jiaotong University,
Xi’an, P. R. China (December 2006)

2005 Visiting Professor, Institute of Population Research, Peking University, Beijing,
P. R. China. (March 2005)

2004 2003-2004 Award for Excellence in Research, Faculty of Social Sciences, the
University of Victoria

2001 Distinguished Demographer, the University of Alberta

1997 Visiting Professor, Center for International Programs, Meiji University, Tokyo,

Japan. (December 1997)
1994-95 Faculty Research Fellowship, the Center on Aging, the University of Victoria.
1992-94 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada Post-Doctoral

Fellowship, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.
(Declined)






Vitae/Zheng Wu

1992

1991-92

1990-92

1988-92
1988
1986-88

1980-82

Graduate Research Award, the University of Western Ontario

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada Doctoral
Fellowship, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada

Ontario Graduate Scholarship, the Ontario Ministry of Colleges and Universities
(1991-1992, declined)

Special University Scholarship, the University of Western Ontario
University Admission Scholarship, the University of Western Ontario
Graduate Fellowship, the University of Victoria

Excellent Student Award, Beijing Second Foreign Language Institute

Areas of Research and Teaching Specialization:

Demography; Family; Immigration; Social Gerontology; Populatlon Health; Sociology of
Mental Health; Survey Methodology; Statistics.

Books:

1. Zheng Wu. 2000. Cohabitation: An Alternative Form of Family Living. Don Mills, Ontario:
Oxford University Press.

2. Zheng Wu: 1999. Fertility and Family Surveys in Countries of the ECE Region: Standard
Country Report — Canada. New York and Geneva: United Nations.

Edited Volumes:

1. Zheng Wu (Guest Editor). 2009. A Special Issue of Canadian Studies in Population” on
Population Change and Public Policy. 36(1-2).

Chapters in Books:

1. Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2010. “Changing Families.” Pp. xx-xx. In Barry
Edmonston and Eric Fong (Eds.), Canada’s Population in 2001. Montreal and Kingston:
McGill-Queen’s University Press.

2. Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2009. “Demographics of Aging in British
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Columbia.” Pp. 13-33. In Denise Cloutier-Fisher, Leslie T. Foster; and David F. Hultsch

(Eds.), Health and Aging in British Columbia: Vulnerability and Resilience. Canadian
Western Geographic Series. Vol. 43. Victoria, BC: Western Geographic Press.

3. Zheng Wu, Christoph M. Schimmele, and Shuzhuo Li. 2009. “Demographic Change and
Economic Reform.” Pp. 149 — 167. In Arthur Sweetman and Jun Zhang (Eds.). Economic
Transition with Chinese Characteristics: Social Change During Thirty Years of Reform.
Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press.

4. Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2008. “Divorce and Repartnering.” Pp. 154-178. In
Maureen Baker (Ed.), Families: Changing Trends in Canada. Sixth Edition. Toronto:
McGraw-Hill Ryerson.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2005. “Divorce and Repartnering.” Pp. 202-228. In
Maureen Baker (Ed.), Families: Changing Trends in Canada. Fifth Edition. Toronto:
McGraw-Hill Ryerson.

5. Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2008. “Living Arrangements and Psychological
Disposition of the Oldest Old Population in China.” Pp. 197-213. In Zeng Yi, Dudley Poston,
Denese Ashbaugh Vlosky, and Danan Gu (Eds.). Healthy Longevity in China : Demographic,
Socioeconomic, and Psychological Dimensions. Dordrecht: Springer.

6. Jiajian Chen and Zheng Wu. 2008. “Gender differences in the effects of self-rated health
status on mortality among the oldest old in China.” Pp. 397-418. In Zeng Yi, Dudley Poston,
Denese Ashbaugh Vlosky, and Danan Gu (Eds.). Healthy Longevity in China : Demographic,
Socioeconomic, and Psychological Dimensions. Dordrecht: Springer.

7. Zheng Wu and Randy Hart. 2002. “The Determinants of Elderly Immigrants’ Social
Support.” Pp. 59-76. In Robert E. Bedeski and John A. Schofield (Eds.), Demography.
Democracy, and Development: Pacific Rim Experiences Area. Canadian Western Geographic
Series. Vol. 38. Victoria, BC: Western Geographic Press.

8. Zheng Wu and Violet Kaspar. 2000. “The Mental Health of Asian Immigrants in Canada.”
Pp. 97-110. In Robert E. Bedeski and John A. Schofield (Eds.), Prospects for Development in
the Asia-Pacific Area. Canadian Western Geographic Series. Vol. 37. Victoria, BC: Western
Geographic Press. '

9. Samuel, Noh, Zheng Wu and William R. Avison. 1994. “Social Support and Quality of Life:
Sociocultural Similarity and Effective Social Support Among Korean Immigrants.” Pp. 115-
137. In Gary L. Albrecht and Ray Fitzpatrick (Eds.), Advances in Medical Sociology: Quality
of Life in Health Care. Vol. 5. Greenwich, Connecticut: JAI Press.

Articles in Refereed Journals:
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

. Zheng Wu, Catherine L. Costigan, Feng Hou, Ruth Kampen, and Christoph M. Schimmele.

(2010). “Change and Stability in Cohabitation and Children’s Educational Adjustment.”
Journal of Comparative Family Studies. Vol. 41.

Christoph M. Schimmele, Zheng Wu, and Margaret J. Penning. 2009. “Gender and
Remission of Mental Health.” Canadian Journal of Public Health. 100(5), 353-356.

Feng Hou and Zheng Wu. 2009. “Racial Diversity, Minority Concentration, and Trust in
Canadian Urban Neighborhoods.” Social Science Research. 38(3), 693-716.

Xueyan Yang, Shuzhuo Li, Zheng Wu, and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2009. “Developing
Scales for Measuring Gender Behaviors in Reproductive Health in Rural China.”
Biodemography and Social Biology. 55(1), 82-92.

Zheng Wu, Feng Hou, and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2008. “Family Structure and Children’s
Psychosocial Outcomes.” Journal of Family Issues. 29(12), 1625-1649.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2007. “Uncoupling in Late Life.” Generations.
31(3), 41-46.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2006. “Psychological Disposition and Self-
Reported Health Among the ‘Oldest Old’ in China.” Ageing & Society. 26, 135-151.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2006. “The Healthy Migrant Effect on Depression:
Variation Over Time?” Canadian Studies in Population. 33(2): 271-295.

Zheng Wu. 2005. “Generalized Linear Models in Family Studies.” Journal of Marriage and
Family. 67(4), 1029-1047.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2005. “Food Insufficiency and Depression.”
Sociological Perspectives. 48(4), 481-504.

Zheng Wu, Margaret J. Penning, and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2005. “Immigrant Status and
Unmet Health Needs.” Canadian Journal of Public Health. 96(5), 369-373.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2005. “Racial/Ethnic Variation in Functional and
Self-Reported Health.” American Journal of Public Health. 95(4), 710-716.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2005. “Repartnering After First Union Disruption.”
Journal of Marriage and Family. 67(1), 27-36.

Zheng Wu, Samuel Noh, Violet Kaspar, and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2003. “Race,
Ethnicity, and Depression in Canadian Society.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior.
44(3), 426-441.

Zheng Wu, Margaret J. Penning, Michael S. Pollard, and Randy Hart. 2003. ““‘In Sickness
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and in Health’: Does Cohabitation Count?” Journal of Family Issues. 24(6), 811-838.

16. Nan Li and Zheng Wu. 2003. “Forecasting Cohort Incomplete Fertility: A Method and An
Application.” Population Studies. 57(3), 303-320.

17. Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2003. “Childhood Family Experience and
Completed Fertility.” Canadian Studies in Population. 30(1): 221-240.

18. Zheng Wu and Randy Hart. 2003. “Union Disruption in Canada.” International Journal of
Sociology. 32(4), 51-75.

19. Zheng Wu and Nan Li. 2003. “Immigration and the Dependency Ratio of a Host Population.”
Mathematical Population Studies. 10(1), 21-39.

20. Zheng Wu and Randy Hart. 2002. “The Effects of Marital and Nonmarital Union Transition
- on Health.” Journal of Marriage and Family, 63(2), 420-432.

21. Zheng Wu and Lindy MacNeill. 2002. “Education, Work, and Childbearing After Age 30.”
Journal of Comparative Family Studies, 33(2), 191-213.

22. Zheng Wu and Randy Hart. 2002. “Social and Health Factors Associated with Support
Among Elderly Immigrants in Canada.” Research on Aging, 24(4), 391-412.

23. Zheng Wu and Randy Hart. 2002. “The Mental Health of the Childless Elderly.” Sociological
Inquiry, 72(1), 21-42.

24. Zheng Wu, Karli Halling Burch, Randy Hart, and Jean E. Veevers. 2000. “Age-Heterogamy
and Canadian Unions.” Social Biology, 47(3-4), 277-293.

25. Kelly Martin and Zheng Wu. 2000. “Contraceptive Use in Canada: 1984-1995.” Family
Planning Perspectives, 32(2), 56-73.

26. Zheng Wu and Michael S. Pollard. 2000. “Economic Circumstances and the Stability of
Nonmarital Cohabitation.” Journal of Family Issues, 21(3), 303-328.

27. Zheng Wu. 1999. “Premarital Cohabitation and the Timing of First Marriage.” Canadian
Review of Sociology and Anthropology, 36(1), 109-127.

28. Zheng Wu and Michael S. Pollard. 1998. “Social Support among Unmarried and Childless
Elderly Persons.” Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences, 53B(6), S324-S335.

29. Michael S. Pollard and Zheng Wu. 1998. “Divergence of Marriage Patterns in Quebec and
Elsewhere in Canada.” Population and Development Review, 24(2), 329-356.

30. Zheng Wu and Hui Wang. 1998. “Third Birth Intentions and Uncertainty in Canada.” Social
Biology, 45(1-2), 96-112.
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31

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

~40.

41.

42,

43,

44.

. Zheng Wu and Margaret J. Penning. 1997. “Marital Instability After Midlife.” Journal of

Family Issues, 18(5), 459-478.

Zheng Wu and Douglas E. Baer. 1996. “Attitudes Toward Family Life and Gender Roles: A
Comparison of English and French Canadian Women.” Journal of Comparative Family
Studies, 27(3), 437-452.

Zheng Wu. 1996. “Childbearing in Cohabitation Relationships.” Journal of Marriage and the
Family, 58(2), 281-292.

Zheng Wu and T. R. Balakrishnan. 1995. “Dissolution of Premarital Cohabitation in
Canada.” Demography, 32(4), 521-532.

Zheng Wu. 1995. “Remarriage After Widowhood: A Marital History Study of Older
Canadians.” Canadian Journal on Aging, 14(4), 719-736.

Zheng Wu. 1995. “The Stability of Cohabitation Relationships: The Role of Children.”
Journal of Marriage and the Family, 57(1), 231-236.

Zheng Wu. 1995. “Premarital Cohabitation and Postmarital Cohabiting Union Formation.”
Journal of Family Issues, 16(2), 212-232.

Zheng Wu and T. R. Balakrishnan. 1994. “Cohabitation After Marital Dissolution in
Canada.” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 56(3), 723-734.

Daniel J. Koenig and Zheng Wu. 1994. “The Impact of A Media Campaign in the Reduction
of Risk-Taking Behavior on the Part of Drivers.” Accident Analysis & Prevention, 26(5),
625-633.

Zheng Wu. 1994. “Remarriage in Canada: A Social Exchange Perspective.” Journal of
Divorce and Remarriage, 21(3/4), 191-224.

T. R. Balakrishnan and Zheng Wu. 1992. “Regional Pattern of Nuptlahty and Fertility in
Canada: 1921-1986.” Genus, 48(3-4), 151-171.

T. R. Balakrishnan and Zheng Wu. 1992. “Home Ownership and Ethnicity in Selected
Canadian Cities.” Canadian Journal of Sociology, 17(4), 389-403.

Zheng Wu and T. R. Balakrishnan. 1992. “Attitudes Towards Cohabitation and Marriage in
Canada.” Journal of Comparative Family Studies, 23(1), 1-12.

Samuel Noh, Zheng Wu, Mark Speechiey and Violet Kaspar. 1992. “Depression in Korean
Immigrants in Canada: II. Correlates of Gender, Work and Marriage.” Journal of Nervous

| and Mental Disease, 180(9), 578-582.
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45.

Samuel Noh, Mark Speechley, Violet Kaspar and Zheng Wu. 1992. “Depression in Korean
Immigrants in Canada: 1. Method of the Study and Prevalence of Depression.” Journal of
Nervous and Mental Disease, 180(9), 573-577.

Other Publications:

1.

10.

11.

12.

Zheng Wu. 2009. “Introduction to the Special Issue” of Canadian Studies in Population on
Population Change and Public Policy. 36(1-2), xi-xvi.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2008. “Uncoupling and Mental Health.” Mental
Notes. Spring/Summer, 18-19.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schirhmele. 2005. “Wu and Schimmele Respond.” American
Journal of Public Health. 95(9), 1495.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2005. “Health Care Utilization of Later-Stage
Immigrants in British Columbia.” Research on Immigration and Integration in the Metropolis
(RIIM) Working Paper Series, No. 05-15. Vancouver, British Columbia.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2004. “Immigrant Status and Unmet Health Care
Needs in British Columbia.” Research on Immigration and Integration in the Metropolis
(RIIM) Working Paper Series, No. 04-18. Vancouver, British Columbia.

Zheng Wu. 2003. “Migration”. Pp. 1130-1135. In James J. Ponzetti, Jr. (Ed.), The
International Encyclopedia of Marriage and Family Relationships. Volume 3. Second Edition.
New York: Macmillan.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2003. “Cohabitation”. Pp. 315-323. In James J.
Pongzetti, Jr. (Ed.), The International Encyclopedia of Marriage and Family Relationships.
Volume 1. Second Edition. New York: Macmillan.

Kelly Martin and Zheng Wu. 2000. “Reply to ‘Has Canadian Contraceptive Use Really
Declined?’” Family Planning Perspectives, 32(4), 192-194.

Zheng Wu. 1998. “Recent Trends in Marriage Patterns in Canada.” Policy Options, 19(7), 3-
6.

Zheng Wu. 1997. “Marriage Patterns in Canada.” Pp. 103-114. In Reports of Serial Lectures
on Canadian Studies. Center for International Program, Meiji University, Tokyo, Japan.

Zheng Wu. 1997. “Patterns of Marital Disruption in Canada.” Pp. 115-125. In Reports of
Serial Lectures on Canadian Studies. Center for International Program, Meiji University,
Tokyo, Japan.

Zheng Wu. 1997. “Ordinary Session 14: Social and Economic Aspects of International
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Migration in the Third World.” Pp. 35-36. In Rejean Lachapelle (Ed.), Overview of the XXII
General Population Conference. Ottawa: Federation of Canadian Demographers.

13. Zheng Wu. 1997. “Ordinary Session 34: Event History Analysis in Demography.” Pp. 60-62.

In Rejean Lachapelle (Ed.), Overview of the XXIInd General Population Conference. Ottawa:
Federation of Canadian Demographers.

Book Reviews:

1.

Zheng Wu. 2009. Review of “Identity and Repartnering After Separation,” by Richard
Lampard and Kay Peggs. British Journal of Sociology, 60(1), 202-204.

Zheng Wu. 2004. Review of “Aging and Demographic Change in Canadian Context,” edited
by David Cheal. Canadian Journal on Aging, 23(4), 373-375.

. Zheng Wu. 2003. Review of “Earning and Caring in Canadian Families,” by Roderic

Beaujot. Contemporary Sociology, 32(1), 35-36.

Zheng Wu. 2001. Review of “Profiling Canada’s Families II,” by The Vanier Institute of the
Family. Journal of Comparative Family Studies, 32(3), 458-460.

Zheng Wu. 2001. Review of “The Ties That Bind: Perspectives on Marriage and
Cohabitation.” Edited by Linda J. Waite. Canadian Journal of Sociology, Online. January-
February. (http://www.arts.ualberta.ca/cjscopy/reviews/ties.htm)

Zheng Wu. 2000. Review of “Unwilling Idlers: The Urban Unemployed and Their Families
in Late Victorian Canada,” by Peter Baskerville and Eric W. Sager. Journal of Comparative
Family Studies, 31(1), 131-132.

Zheng Wu. 1998. Review of “Married Women and Property Law in Victorian Ontario,” by
Lori Chambers. Journal of Comparative Family Studies, 29(3), 600-2.

Zheng Wu. 1995. Review of “Migration and Urbanization in China,” edited by Lincoln H.
Day and Ma Xia. International Journal of Comparative Sociology, 36, 102-4.

Government Reports:

1.

Barry Edmonston, Sharon Lee, and Zhehg Wu. 2008. Factors Associated with Fertility
Intentions in Canada: 1990 to 2006. A Research Report submitted to the Human Resource
and Social Development Canada.

Zheng Wu, Christoph M. Schimmele, and Neena L. Chappell. 2008. Age and Depression
Among Older Persons in Canada. A Research Report submitted to the Human Resource and
Social Development Canada.
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10.

1l

. Zheng Wu. 2004. Survey Methodology of the 2004 British Columbia Flection Quality

Measurement Program. A Research Report submitted to BC STAT, the Government of
British Columbia.

Zheng Wu. 2003. Survey Methodology and Preliminary Findings of the 2003 British
Columbia Election Survey. A Research Report for the BC STAT, the Government of British

Columbia.

. Zheng Wu. 2003. Sampling Design for the British Columbia Patient Satisfaction Survey. A

Research Report for the BC STAT, the Government of British Columbia.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. 2002. Immigrants, Selectivity, and Mental Health.
A Research Report for the Canadian Population Health Initiative, Canadian Institute of
Health Information. '

Zheng Wu, Margaret J. Penning, Randy Hart and Min Tsao. 2000. Does Cohabitation Count?
An Empirical Assessment of the Health Benefits of Cohabitation. A Research Report for the
National Health Development Program, Health Canada.

Zheng Wu and Michael S. Pollard. 1998. Economic Circumstances and the Stability of
Nonmarital Cohabitation. The Labour and Income Dynamics Working Paper Series.

- Catalogue No. 98-10. Ottawa: Statistics Canada.

Daniel J. Koenig and Zheng Wu. 1995. Students on Safety: An Evaluation. A Research
Report for the Insurance Corporation of British Columbia.

Daniel J. Koenig and Zheng-Wu. 1994. Effects of A Computer-Assisted Traffic Safety
(CATYS) Project: An Evaluation. A Research Report for the Insurance Corporation of British
Columbia.

Samuel Noh, Christine Alksnis, Zheng Wu and Cathryn Beggs. 1992. Canadian
Physiotherapy Survey: Retention, Attrition and Job Turnover. A Research Report for the
Canadian Physiotherapy Association.

Research Grants:

1.

National Natural Science Foundation of China (Operating Grant). 2009-11. For study of age

and intergenerational support among older persons in rural China: A life course perspective.
(Dongmei Zuo, PI, Zheng Wu, CI). (RMB 170,000)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Internal Research Grant). 2009-10. For
study of social support and healthy aging among Canada’s oldest old. (Sole Investigator).
($3,440)
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Canadian Institute of Health Research (Operating Grant). 2009-2014. Canadian Longitudinal
Study on Aging. Lead PI— Parminder Raina, CO-PI’s — Christina Wolfson, Susan Kirkland;
Co-Investigators: Zheng Wu and 134 others across Canada. ($23,500,000)

Metropolis British Columbia (Operating Grant). 2009-10. For study of sense of belonging

among immigrants and their children in Canada’s urban neighbourhoods. (Sole Investigator).
($12,524)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Standard Research Grant). 2008-11. For
studying socio-economic integration of Asian immigrants and their children in Canada and
the United States. (Sharon M. Lee, P1., Barry Edmonston and Zheng Wu, CIs). ($83,600)

Human Resources and Social Development of Canada (Research Contract/Grant). 2008. For
studying fertility intentions in Canada. (Barry Edmonston, PI, Sharon M. Lee and Zheng Wu,
Cls). ($31,500)

Metropolis British Columbia (Operating Grant). 2008-09. For study of housing cost-burdens
of immigrant families in British Columbia. (Barry Edmonston, PI, Sharon M. Lee and Zheng
Wu, CIs). ($11,400)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Strategic Knowledge Cluster Grant).
2007-14. Population Change and Life Course. (Roderic Beaujot, PI, Céline Le Bourdais,
Amélie Quesnel-Vallée, Byron Spencer, Kevin McQuillan, Paul Bernard, Zheng Wu, and
Susan McDaniel, CIs). ($2,097,000)

Human Resources and Social Development of Canada (Research Contract/Grant). 2007-09.
For studying social support and healthy aging among the oldest old. (Sole Investigator).
($35,627)

Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research Assistance Program (Development Grant).
2006-07. For developing a grant proposal to study the effects of ethnic neighbourhood and
mental health. (Sole Investigator). ($4,000)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Standard Research Grant). 2006-09. For
study of regional variations in nonmarital cohabitation in Canada. (Zheng Wu, PI, Thomas K.
Burch, CI). ($82,274)

BC Network for Aging Research (Development Grant). 2005. For developing a grant
proposal to study frailty in later life. (Margaret Penning and Zheng Wu, Co-Leaders, Neena
Chappell, Denise Cloutier-Fisher, Karen Kobayashi, Andre Smith, Team Members). ($3,500)
Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research (Development Grant). 2005. For developing a
grant proposal to study mental health of immigrant and refugee children. (Zheng Wu and
Catherine Costigan, Co-PIs, Samuel Noh and Marion Ehrenberg, Cls). ($4,000)

Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research (Development Grant). 2005. For developing a
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

grant proposal to study neighbourhood effects on mental health. (Sole Investigator). ($1,750)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Internal Research Grant). 2005-06. For
study of racial/ethnic segregation and Canadian health disparities. (Sole Investigator).
($4,000)

Canadian Institute for Health Information (Dissemination Grant). 2004. For organizing a
workshop on ethnic health at the University of Victoria. (Sole Investigator). ($3,000)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Cluster Grant). 2004-05. For study of
population change and public policy. (Roderic Beaujot, PI, Robert Bourbeau, Céline Le
Bourdais, Frank Trovato, and Zheng Wu, CIs). ($30,000)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Internal Research Grant). 2004-05. For
study of nonmarital cohabitation in Canada. (Sole Investigator). ($4,000)

Research on Immigration and Integration in the Metropolis (Operating Grant). 2004-05. For
study of elderly immigrants and health care utilization in Brmsh Columbia. (Sole '
Investigator). ($16,923)

Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research. Inaugural Research Unit Award to the
Centre on Aging at the University of Victoria. 2003-2009. (David Hultsch, PI, Zheng Wu et
al., CIs) ($1,375,000).

Research on Immigration and Integration in the Metropolis (Operating Grant). 2003-04. For
study of unmet health care needs of immigrants in British Columbia. (Sole Investigator).
(817,237)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Internal Research Grant). For study of
aboriginal health in Canada. 2003-04. (Sole Investigator). ($3,938)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council. (Standard Research Grant). 2002-05. For

study of the consequences of union disruption for women and children in Canada. (Sole
Investigator). ($65,929)

Canadian Institute for Health Research (Operating Grant). 2002-05. For study of health care
restructuring: Impact on vulnerable older adults. (Margaret J. Penning, PI; Neena Chappell,
Zheng Wu, John Gartrell, Moyra Brackley, and Denise Cloutier-Fisher, Cls). ($320,355)

University of Victoria Health Research Initiative (Development Grant). 2001-02. For
developing a grant proposal for study of population health. (Sole Investigator). ($3,500)

Canadian Population Health Initiative and Canadian Institute for Health Information. 2001-

02. For study of immigrants’ mental health. (Zheng Wu, PI; Violet Kaspar, Samuel Noh, and
Jiajian Chen, CIs). ($70,371)
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27.

28.

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council. (Development Grant). 2000. For study of
women’s access to health services in Canada. (Cecilia Benoit, PI; Zheng Wu and Patricia
Spitall CIs). ($5,000)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Internal Research Grant). 2000-01. For
study of social support among elderly immigrants in Canada. (Sole Investigator). ($2,688)

29. National Health Research and Development Program and Health Canada (Operating Grant).

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

For study of health benefits of cohabitation (Zheng Wu, PI; Margaret J. Penning and Min
Tsao, CIs). 1999-00. ($40,000)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Internal Research Grant). 1998-99. For
study of elderly social support in Canada. (Sole Investigator). ($3,960)

British Columbia Health Research Foundation (Operating Grant). For study of health
practices and health outcomes (Margaret J. Penning, PI; Zheng Wu, CI). 1998-99. (§43,100)

Statistics Canada (Research Contract/Grant). For study of the stability of nonmarital
cohabitation in Canada. 1997-98. (Sole Investigator). ($5,000)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Internal Research Grant). 1997-98. For
study of the role of cohabitation in the timing of first marriage. (Sole Investigator). ($1,268)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Internal Research Grant). 1996-97. For
study of marital instability after midlife. (Sole Investigator). ($2,400)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Internal Research Grant). 1995-96. For
study of childbearing in cohabitation relationships. (Sole Investigator). (§2,180)

Statistics Canada (Research Contract/Grant). For study of fertility, family formation and
dissolution patterns in Canada. 1994-95. (Sole Investigator). ($12,500)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Internal Research Grant). 1994-95. For
study of dissolution of Premarital Cohabitation in Canada. (Sole Investigator). ($2,000)

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Internal Research Grant). 1993-94. For
study of remarriage of elderly widows and widowers in Canada. (Sole Investigator). ($2,087)

Insurance Corporation of British Columbia (Research Grant). For evaluation of a computer
assisted traffic safety program (Daniel J. Koenig, PI; Zheng Wu, CI). 1993-95. ($39,702)

University of Victoria (Faculty Research Grant). 1992-93. (Sole Investigator). (§4,000)

Papers Presented at Professional Conferences:
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Barry Edmonston, Sharon Lee and Zheng Wu. “A Tale of Three Cities: Housing and
Immigrants in Canada.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of Population Association of
America, Dallas, Texas, April 15— 17, 2010.

Zheng Wu, Christoph Schimmele and Neena L. Chappell. “Aging and Depression in Late
Life: A Longitudinal Study of Older Canadians.” Paper presented at the 26" USSP
International Population Conference, Marrakech, Morocco, September 27 — October 2, 2009.

Christoph Schimmele and Zheng Wu. “Gender and Remission from Mental Health.” Paper
presented at the annual meetings of American Sociological Association, San Francisco,
August 8 — 11, 2009.

Zheng Wu, Christoph Schimmele, and Feng Hou. “Racial Diversity, Minority Concentration
and Sense of Belonging in Canada’s Urban Neighbourhoods.” Paper presented at the annual
meetings of Canadian Population Society, Ottawa, May 27— 29, 2009.

. Zheng Wu and Christoph Schimmele. “Aging and Depression in Late Life.” Paper presented

at the annual meetings of Population Association of America, Detroit, April 30 — May 2,
2009.

Feng Hou and Zheng Wu. “Diversity, Minority Concentration and Trust in Canadian Urban
Neighbourhoods.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of Population Association of
America, Detroit, April 30 — May 2, 2009.

Barry Edmonston, Sharon M. Lee, and Zheng Wu. “Voluntary and Involuntary Childlessness
in Canada.” Paper presented at the 4™ annual symposium of the Population, Work and
Family Policy Research Collaboration. Gatineau, Quebec, December 910, 2008.

Barry Edmonston, Sharon M. Lee, and Zheng Wu. “Housing Cost Burdens: Immigrant
Families in British Columbia.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of Canadian

_ Population Society, Vancouver, BC, June 4 — 6, 2008.

10.

11.

12.

Xueyan Yang, Shuzhuo Li, Zheng Wu, and Christoph M. Schimmele. “Developing Scales for
Measuring Gender Behaviors in Reproductive Health in Rural China”. Paper presented at the
annual meetings of Canadian Population Society, Vancouver, BC, June 4 - 6, 2008.

Nan Li and Zheng Wu. “Modeling and Forecasting First Marriage: A Latent Function
Approach.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of Population Association of America,
New Orleans, April 17 - 19, 2008.

Zheng Wu. “Population Aging and Health Care Provision: Lessons from Canada and the
U.S.” Paper presented at the 2007 Beijing Forum. Beijing, November 2 — 4, 2007.

Zheng Wu, Margaret Penning, Zheng Chi, Christoph M. Schimmele, and Samuel Noh.

“Marital Status and Mental Health Convalescence.” Paper presented at the annual meetings
of American Sociological Association, New York, August 11 — 14, 2007.
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13.

14.

15.

16

17.

18.

19.

20.

Zhéng Wu, Catherine Costigan, and Feng Hou. “Change and Stability in Cohabitation and
Children’s Educational Experiences. (Revised Paper). Paper presented at the annual meetings
of American Sociological Association, New York, August 11 - 14, 2007.

Zheng Wu. “Changing Canadian Families: Patterns, Trends, and Explanations.” Keynote
Speech given at the International Society of Family Law North American Regional
Conference, Vancouver, BC, June 19 — 20, 2007.

Zheng Wu and Christoph Schimmele. “Late-Stage Immigrants and Health Care Utilization.”
Paper presented at the annual meetings of Canadian Population Society, Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan, May 31 — June 2, 2007.

Zheng Wu, Margaret Penning, Zheng Chi, Christoph M. Schimmele, and Samue] Noh.
“Marital Status, Mental Health, Mental Illness, and Hospital Utilization among Older

Adults.” Paper presented at the First International Conference on Sociology, Athens, Greece,
May 14— 17, 2007.

Zheng Wu, Feng Hou, and Christoph M. Schimmele. “Family change and children’s
behavior.” Paper presented as the second annual Symposium of the Population, Work, Family
Policy Research Collaboration, Ottawa, December 7 — 8, 2006.

Zheng Wu, Margaret Penning, Zheng Chi, Christoph M. Schimmele, and Samuel Noh.
“Marital Status and Mental Health Convalescence.” Paper presented at the XVI ISA World
Congress of Sociology, Durban, South Africa, July 23 — 29, 2006.

Zheng Wu, Catherine Costigan, and Feng Hou. “Change and Stability in Cohabitation and
Children’s Educational Experiences.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of Canadian
Population Society, Toronto, Ontario, May 31 — June 3, 2006.

Zheng Wu, Feng Hou, and Christoph M. Schimmele. “The Effects of Non-Marital
Cohabitation Disruption on Children’s Behavior” Paper presented at the annual meetings of

. Population Association of America, Los Angeles, March 30 - April 1, 2006.

21.

22,

23.

Zheng Wu. “Comment on Longer Life and Health Aging.” Commentary presented on the
IUSSP Plenary Session at the annual meetings of Population Association of America, Los
Angeles, March 30 - April 1, 2006.

Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. “Psychological Disposition and Self-Reported
Health in Old Age: An Examination of the Oldest Old in China.” Paper presented at the XXV
International Population Conference, Tours, France, July 18 - 23, 2005.

Zheng Wu, Feng Hou, and Christoph M. Schimmele. “Family Disruption and Children’s

Behavior: Does Cohabitation Matter?” Paper presented at the annual meetings of Canadian
Population Society, London, Ontario, June 2 - 4, 2005.
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24. Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. “The Healthy Immigrant Effect: Does It Change
Over Time?” Paper presented at the annual meetings of Population Association of America,
Philadelphia, March 31 - April 2, 2005.

25. Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. “Psychological Disposition and Self-Reported
Health in Old Age: An Examination of the Oldest Old Population in China.” Paper presented
at the annual meetings of Population Association of America, Philadelphia, March 31 - April
2,2005.

26. Jiajian Chen and Zheng Wu. “Gender differences in the effects of self-rated health status on
mortality among the oldest old in China.” Paper presented at the International Conference on
Healthy Aging and Socioeconomic Development in China.” Duke University, Durham, NC,
August 20 - 21, 2004.

27. Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. “Living Arrangements and Psychological Well-
Being of the Oldest Old Population in China.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of
Canadian Population Society, Winnipeg, Manitoba, June 3 - 5, 2004.

28. Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. “Aspects of Educational Attainment Among Asian
Canadians.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of Population Association of America,
Boston, April 1 - 3, 2004.

29. Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. “The Healthy Migrant Effect: Variation Over
Time?” Paper presented at the annual meetings of Canadian Population Society, Halifax,
Nova Scotia, May 31 - June 3, 2003.

30. Nan Li and Zheng Wu. “Estimating Life Expectancy at Old Age.” Paper presented at the
annual meetings of Population Association of America, Minneapolis, May 1 - 3, 2003.

31. Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. “Food Insecurity, Social Support, and Depression.”
Paper presented at the International Conference on Allocation of Social and Family
Resources in Changing Societies, Academic Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, December 4 - 6, 2002.

32. Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. “Ethnic and Racial Patterns in Canadian Mental
Health.” Paper presented at the 25th World Congress of Sociology of the International
Sociology Association, Brisbane, Australia, July 7- 13 2002.

33. Zheng Wu, Samuel Noh, Violet Kaspar, Jiajian Chen, and Christoph M. Schimmele. “The
Ethnic Distribution of Depression: Moderator Effects of Socio-Economic Status.” Paper
presented at the annual meetings of Canadian Population Society, Toronto, May 30 - June 1,
2002.

34. Zheng Wu and Christoph M. Schimmele. “Second Union Formation in Canada.” Paper

presented at the annual meetings of Population Association of America, Atlanta, May 9-11,
2002.
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35.Nan Li and Zheng Wu. “Modeling Mortality of Oldest-old Population. Paper presented at the
annual meetings of Population Association of America, Atlanta, May 9-11, 2002.

36. Zheng Wu and Randy Hart. “Marital and Nonmarital Union Disruption in Canada.” Paper
presented at the XXIV General Population Conference of the International Union for
Scientific Study of Population, Salvador-Bahia, Brazil, August 18-24, 2001.

37.Nan Li and Zheng Wu. “Migration and Aging of Canada.” Paper presented at the annual
meetings of Canadian Population Society, Laval, Quebec, May 27-29, 2001.

38. Zheng Wu and Randy Hart. “The Mental Health of the Childless Elderly.” Paper presented at
the Research Forum on Aging, the University of Victoria, Victoria, BC, September 29, 2000.

39. Zheng Wu, Margaret J. Penning, Michael S. Pollard and Randy Hart. ““In Sickness and in
health’: Does Cohabitation Count?” Paper presented at the annual meetings of American
Sociological Association, Washington, DC, August 12-16, 2000.

40. Zheng Wu and Randy Hart. “Union Transition and Health.” Paper presented at the annual
meetings of Canadian Population Society, Edmonton, Alberta, May 28-30, 2000.

41. Zheng Wu and Lindy MacNeill. “Education, Work, and Childbearing After Age 30.” Paper
present the annual meetings of Canadian Population Society, Edmonton, Alberta, May 28-30,
2000.

42. Zheng Wu and Randy Hart. “Social Support Among Elderly Immigrants in Canada.” Paper
presented at the University of Victoria/National Sun Yat-Sen University Symposium on
Prospects for Development in the Asian-Pacific Area — Challenges for the Year of 2000.
Kaohsiung, Taiwan, April 24-25, 2000.

43, Zheng Wu and Randy Hart. “Marital and Nonmarital Union Separation in Canada.” Paper
presented at the Workshop on “Assortative Partnership Decisions, Division of Work in the
Household and Union.” Special Research Centre 186, University of Bremen, Bremen,
Germany, December 10-11, 1999.

44. Zheng Wu and Violet Kaspar. “The Mental Health of Asian Immigrants in Canada.” Paper
present at the University of Victoria/National Sun Yat-Sen University Symposium on

Prospects for Development in the Asian-Pacific Area. Victoria, British Columbia, August 12-
13, 1999.

45. Zheng Wu and Kelly Martin. “Contraceptive Choice in Canada.” Paper presented at the
annual meetings of Canadian Population Society, Lennoxville, Quebec, June 1999.

46. Zheng Wu and Michael S. Pollard. “Economic Circumstances and the Stability of Nonmarital

Cohabitation.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of Population Association of America,
New York City, March 1999.
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47.

48.

49.

50.

51

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

Zheng Wu and Michael S. Pollard. “Social Support among the Unmarried Childless Elderly.”

Paper presented at the annual meetings of American Sociological Association, San Francisco,
August 1998. _

Michael S. Pollard and Zheng Wu. “The Divergence of Quebec/Non-Quebec Marriage
Patterns.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Canadian Population Society,
Ottawa, June 1998.

Zheng Wu and Michael S. Pollard. “Economic Circumstances and the Stability of Nonmarital
Cohabitation.” Paper presented at Conference on Labour Market Transitions and Income
Dynamics sponsored by Canadian Employment Research Forum, Statistics Canada, Human

Resources Development Canada, and the Canadian Economic Association, Ottawa, June
1998.

Zheng Wu and Margaret J. Penning. “Marital Instability Among Married Couples After
Midlife.” Paper presented at the XXIIIrd General Population Conference of the International
Union for Scientific Study of Population, Beijing, November 1997.

Zheng Wu and Hui Wang. “Third Birth Intentions and Uncertainty in Canada.” Paper
presented at the annual meetings of the Canadian Population Society, St. John’s,
Newfoundland, June 1997.

Zheng Wu. “Premarital Cohabitation and the Timing of First Marriage.” Paper pfesented at
the annual meetings of Population Association of America, Washington D.C., March 1997.

Zheng Wu and Margaret J. Penning. “Marital Instability After Midlife.” Paper presented at
the annual meetings of American Sociological Association, New York, August 1996.

Zheng Wu. “Premarital Cohabitation and the Timing of the Transition to First Marriage.”
Paper presented at the annual meetings of Canadian Population Society, St. Catharines,
Ontario, June 1996.

Zheng Wu. “Childbearing in Cohabitation Relationships.” Paper presented at the annual
meetings of Canadian Population Society, Montreal, Quebec, June 1995.

Zheng Wu and T. R. Balakrishnan. “Nonmarital Union Dissolution in Canada.” Paper
presented at the annual meetings of Population Association of America, San Francisco,
California, April 1995.

Zheng Wu and T. R. Balakrishnan. “Cohabitation After Marital Disruption in Canada.” Paper

presented at the annual meetings of American Sociological Association, Los Angeles, August
1994.

Zheng Wu and D. E. Baer. “Attitudes toward Family Life and Gender Roles: A Comparison

of English-French Canadian Women.” Paper presented at the 23rd World Congress of
Sociology of the International Sociology Association, Bielefeld, Germany, July 1994.
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59.

- 60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

Zheng Wu and T. R. Balakrishnan. “Dissolution of Premarital Cohabitation in Canada.”

Paper presented at the annual meetings of Canadian Population Society, Calgary, Alberta,
June 1994.

Zheng Wu. “Remarriage in Canada: A Social Exchange Perspective.” Paper presented in the
intercongress seminar of International Sociological Association Research Committee #41
(Population), Montreal, Quebec, August, 1993.

Zheng Wu. “Remarriage of Elderly Widows and Widowers in Canada.” Paper presented at
the XXIInd General Population Conference of the International Union for Scientific Study of
Population, Montreal, Quebec, August-September 1993.

Zheng Wu and Daniel J. Koenig. “The Impact of a Media Campaign in Reducing Risk
Taking Behavior on the Part of Drivers.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the
Canadian Sociology and Anthropology Association, Ottawa, Ontario, June 1993.

T. R. Balakrishnan and Zheng Wu. “Relative Population Size and Income of Ethnic
Minorities in the Canadian Metropolitan Areas.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of
the Canadian Population Society, Charlottetown, P. E. L., June 1992.

Christine Alksnis, Cathryn Beggs, Samuel Noh and Zheng Wu. “Physiotherapy Attrition and
Retention: A National Perspective.” Paper presented at Canadian Physiotherapy Association
Conference, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, June 1992.

Samuel Noh and Zheng Wu. “Social Support and Mental Health of Korean Immigrants in
Toronto, Canada.” Paper presented at the American Public Health Association 119th Annual
Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia, November 1991.

T. R. Balakrishnan and Zheng Wu. “Housing Patterns and Ethnicity in Selected Canadian
Cities.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Canadian Sociology and Anthropology
Association, Kingston, Ontario, June 1991.

Zheng Wu and T. R. Balakrishnan. “Attitudes Towards Cohabitation and Marriage in
Canada.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Canadian Sociology and
Anthropology Association, Victoria, B.C., June 1990.

Membersh'ips in Professional Organizations:

International Union for Scientific Study of Population; International Sociological Association;
Canadian Population Society; Population Association of America; American Sociological
Association

Courses Taught:
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Population Dynamics (SOCI 343)°

Statistical Analysis in Sociology: I (SOCI 371A)*
Statistical Analysis in Sociology: II (SOCI 371B) -
Quantitative Research Methods (SOCI 376)

Population Dynamics Problems and Policies (SOCI 443)*
Advanced Statistical Methods in Sociology (SOCI 472
Current Problems in Research in Sociology (SOCI 505)"
Quantitative Methods (SOCI 510)"

“Undergraduate Course
sk
Graduate Course

Graduate Students Supervised:

Christoph M. Schimmele (Ph.D. ongoing)
Geoff Zachernuk (M.A., ongoing)
Esther Lee (M.A., ongoing)
Yanyi Wang (M.A., 2004)

Kelly Martin (M.A., 2001)
Sandra Tanaka (M.A., 2001)
Lindy MacNeill (M.A., 2000)
Karli Burch (M.A., 2000)
Michael Pollard (M.A., 1998)
Dominique Roelants (M.A., 1998)
Hui Wang (M.A., 1997)
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INTRODUCTION

The prevailing assumption is that the “traditional” family consists of a married
heterosexual couple and their biological children (Milan, 2000). Although this definition
reflects the Canadian status quo, it is also unrepresentative of social variation in conjugal
unions and families, and thus excludes many Canadians. What is considered “traditional”
and what happens to be commonplace (prototypical) should not be conflated. Conflating
the commonplace with the traditional is simplistic, and it often leads to the
marginalization and de-legitimization of alternative types of kinship and living
arrangements, such as out-of-wedlock unions, single-parent families, or same-sex unions.
In Canada, there have always been exceptions to the status quo and these exceptions are
becoming more prevalent (Nett, 1998; Wu, 2000). In general, families represent fluid
arrangements that adapt and transform according to particular needs, historical

circumstances, and personal choices (Espenshade, 1985).

In historical terms, the golden age of marriage was a short-lived exception to the rule
(Cherlin, 1992). The high marriage rates and the salience of nuclear families
characteristic of the 1950s were atypical compared to earlier periods or the present.
Earlier families were more flexible arrangements and accommodated members who were
unrelated through either marriage (legal ties) or consanguinity (Milan, 2000). Moreover,
though rarer than nuclear families, families formed through unconventional affinities

have become less unusual since the 1970s. The increasing prevalence of these






unconventional families demonstrates that social norms do not encompass how a lot of
Canadians establish conjugal unions or define their families. The declining rates of legal
marriage and the increasing rates of common-law marriage (also termed cohabitation)
demonstrate that numerous Canadians are contesting these conservative norms, for whom
the marriage-based model of conjugal life is a mismatch or outright incompatible with

their needs and/or beliefs.

Across Western societies, social behaviours and demographic trends are re-shaping social
norms related to the formation (and dissolution) of conjugal unions, household size, and
household organization (Axinn & Thornton, 2000; Bures, 2009; Cherlin, 2004). Despite
doom-and-gloom predictions about consequences of the decline of marriage, there is
mounting evidence that the gap between marital and non-marital families is .closi.ng,
especially in regions that have a comparatively high prevalence of cohabitation (see
Kiernan, 2001; Musick & Bumpass, 2006; Soons & Kalmijn, 2010; Willets, 2006; W,
Hou, & Schimmele, 2008). That is, a growing proportion of common-law marriages are
not dissimilar from legal marriage in terms of social functions (e.g., child-rearing) and
level of relationship quality. The act of co-residence is an important dimension of what a
conjugal union represents, whether marital or non-marital, for living together in a long-
term relationship can create kinship ties, increase union-specific investments, generate
joint social capital, and improve individual well-being (Furstenberg, 2005; Seltzer, 2000;

Smock & Gupta, 2002).






In addition, the literature suggests that legal marriage is not imperative for the
construction and maintenance of marriage-like commitments (Reczek, Eliot, &
Umberson, 2009). For example, among individuals for whom legal marriage is not
possible (e.g., same-sex marriages) or preferred, relationships can become durable unions
through non-traditional modes of commitment, i.e., without the sanction and symbolism
of legal marriage. The lesson here is that it is wrong to assume that the act of
commitment is not possible outside legal marriage. The commitment-making act is
multifarious and occurs through non-institutionalized processes. Throughout Canada (and
especially Québec), common-law marriage has transformed from a uncommon
experience into a normative behaviour for millions of people (Wu, 2000). The growth of
common-law marriage and other non-traditional households should caution us against

defining conjugal unions and families in an inflexible manner.
EVOLUTION IN CONJUGAL UNIONS

There is no one-size-fits-all definition of family structure, Which refers the classification
of families according to their household-level composition and organization. Statistics
Canada defines a census family as a household consisting of a married coup1e>or a
common-law couple (with or without children) or a single-parent with a child or children
(Milan, Vézina, and Wells, 2007). A couple refers to both opposite-sex and same-sex
legal marriage or comumon-law marriage. In Canada, cpmmon—law marriage is not a legal

marital status, but it refers to conjugal unions formed outside of legal wedlock. In the






social science literature, common-law marriage is termed cohabitation (Wu &

Schimmele, 2003).

Changes in social norms (attitudes and behaviours) regarding conjugal unions and
families are apparent in demographic transition at the household-level. As Table 1
illustrates, Canadian households reflect important shifts in demographic behaviours over
the past several decades (1981-2006). Several trends are evident in Canada. First, couple
families (both married and common-law unions) account for a high proportion (84
percent) of all Canadian families. This proportion has declined somewhat (from about 89
percent) since 1981, but it shows that most Canadians prefer living in conjugal
households, whether formed through legal or common-law marriage. Second, the
proportion of marriage-couple unions has been progressively declining. In 1981, marital
households accounted for almost 94 percent of all couple. families. Though still
predominant, the proportion of marital households has declined to under 82 percent.
Third, the proportion of common-law families has soared, rising from about 6 percent of
all couple families in 1981 to 18 percent in 2006. Forth, the number of single-parent

households has increased from 11 percent to 16 percent of all families.

[The rest of this page is left intentionally blank.]






Table 1 Census Family Structure: Canada, 1981-2006

Family type 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006
Total couple families 88.7% 87.3% 87.0% 85.5% 84.3% 84.1%
Married couples 93.7% 91.8% 88.8% 86.3% 83.6% 81.6%
Common-law couples 6.3% 82% 11.2% 13.7% 16.4% 18.4%
Total lone parent families 11.3% 12.7% 13.0% 14.5% 15.7% 15.9%
Female parent 82.6% 82.2% 82.7% 83.1% 81.3% 80.1%
Male parent 17.4% 17.8% 17.3% 16.9% 18.7% 19.9%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Source: Canadian Censuses, 1981 - 20086.

The gradual decline of marriage is a barometer of the diversification of conjugal life. The
decline of marriage embodies two interrelated trends: (a) the decline of marriage rates
and (b) the postponement of marriage to older ages in the life course. .Of course, legal
marriage remains the core institution that establishes and structures Canadian families
(Statistics Canada, 2001). However, Canadians are getting married in the fewest numbers
and at the oldest ages since 1940, which corresponds to normative changes in conjugal
life. Figure 1 presents the total first marriage rates (TFMR) for Canadians. In 1986, 560
of 1000 men and 590 of 1000 women were expected to get married before age 50 years.
The TFMR dropped to a historical low in 2004, with 437 of 1000 men and 464 'of 1000
women becoming married, and it continues to decline. The crude marriage rate
(marriages per 1000 population) stood at 4.6 in 2004, as 146,242 marriages occurred

across Canada (Statistics Canada, 2010).
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Figure 1 Total First Marriage Rates: Canada, 1986-2004

Note: Total first-marriage rate is an estimate of the proportion of
males/females (per 1,000 population) who are expected to first marry
before their 50th birthday, based on the age-specific first marriage rates
calculated for a particular year.

Sources: Doreen Duchesne, Francois Nault, Heather Gilmour and Russell
Wilkins, 1999, Vital Statistics Compendium 1996, Ottawa: Statistics
Canada, p. 8. Alain Bélanger, 2003, Report on the Demographic Situation
in Canada 2002, Catalogue No 91-209, Ottawa: Statistics Canada., p.21.
Statistics Canada, 2004, Annual Demographic Statistics, 2000-2003,
Catelogue No. 91-213, Ottawa: Statistics Canada, p. 195. Statistics
Canada, 2010, Canadian Vital Statistics, Marriage Database and
Demography Division, Ottawa: Statistics Canada.
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In addition, the average age at first marriage climbed steeply between 1970 and 2000.
Figure 2 shows Canadian trends in the postponement of first marriage. The rate of climb
has tapered off somewhat since 2000, but the average age at first marriage remains in an
clear upward trend. In 2004, the average age at first marriage was about 35 years for
grooms and 32 years for brides. Compare this to the 1960s, when the average age at first
marriage was remained fairly stable throughout the decade at about 25 years for grooms

and under 23 years for brides (Wu, 1998).
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Source: Jean Dumas and Yves Peron, 1992, Marriage and Conjugal Life
in Canada, Ottawa: Statistics Canada, p. 27. Anne Milan, 2000, "One
Hundred Years of Families", Social Trends, Cat No. 11-008, p. 7. Statistics
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Demography Division, Ottawa: Statistics Canada.






The divorce rate is another important barometer of change in Canadian families (Wu and
Schimmele, 2009). In 1951, one-in-twenty Canadian marriages ended in divorce, a very
low rate of divorce compared to the all-time high of one-in-two in 1987 (McGovern,
1995). The Divorce Act (1968) created uniform divorce legislation across Canada, but it
still contained the “fault” principle, meaning that a divorce petitioner was obliged to
prove their spouse guilty of committing a grievous act (e.g., adultery, rape, or intolerable
cruelty) to obtain a divorce. Following the recommendations of the Law Reform
Commission, the Divorce Act was amended in 1986, and replaced the “fault” principle
with evidence of marital breakdown, such as separation for one year, adultery, or

domestic abuse.

[The rest of this page is left intentionally blank.]
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Figure 3 Total Divorce Rates: Canada, 1976-2004

Note: The total divorce rate is defined as the proportion of married
couples (per 1,000 marriages) who are expected to divorce before their
30th wedding anniversary.

Sources: Alain Bélanger, 2003, Report on the Demographic Situation in .
Canada 2002. Catalogue No. 91-209. Ottawa: Statistics Canada, pp.

110-11. Statistics Canada, 2010, Canadian Vital Statistics, Marriage
Database and Demography Division, Ottawa: Statistics Canada.

Figure 3 presents the total divorce rate (TFR) in Canada from 1976-2004. The TDR rose
from 307 to 351 divorces per 1000 marriages from 1976 to 1983, amounting to a 30-35

percent divorce rate. This increase in divorce harbored a backlog of demand for divorce
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that was suppressed because of conservative divorce laws. The 1968 legislation
unchained numerous Canadians from failed marriages. In 1984 and 1985, there was a dip
in the TDR. Another upsurge in the divorce followed the 1986 legislation. The important
point here is that state regulations can contradict both public attitudes and liberal-
democratic ideals. The sharp spike in divorce in 1987 demonstrates that a lot of bad
marriages were kept intact because of out-dated laws. Although Canadians have a strong
commitment to marriage, most believe that it is a dissolvable contract and that personal

fulfillment is reasonable grounds for martial dissolution (Basch, 1999).

Above all, the spread of common-law marriage (or cohabitation) explains the decline of
marriage (Bumpass, Sweet, and Cherlin, 1991). Cohabitation is a complex phenomenon,
and although most of these unions are transitional arrangements, a growing proportion
are indeed long-term relationships or durable variants of marriage (Cherlin, 2004; Dumas
& Bélanger, 1996). This means that cohabitation cannot be regarded as a homogeneous
phenomenon. While marriage has a specific legal definition, cohabitation represents a
diverse set of relatiqnships, including short-term arrangements, long-term arrangements,
trial marriages, and permanent variants of marriage (Heuveline & Timberlake, 2004).
What cohabitation means and consists of, then, depends on relationship context. For
example, there is a practical (and conceptual) difference between cohabitation that is an
advanced stage of courtship and cohabitation that is a long-term arrangement that

includes marriage-like social capital and household economics.
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In Canada, cohabitation has transitioned through several developmental phases. Kiernan
(2002) describes cohabitation as a multi-stage social process. This process begins with
cohabitation representing an unusual or avant-garde social behaviour, such as when
1960s college students cohabited as a means to rebel against establishment norms. In the
following stage, cohabitation becomes a more common practice, and is treated as an
acceptable prelude to marriage. In Canada, cohabitation has developed further than this,
because formal engagement or marriage plans are no longer prerequisites for living
together. Cohabitation is transitioning from being just an interim relationship to an
alternative to marriage, particularly in Québec (Le Bourdais & Lapierre-Adamcyk, 2004).
Moreover, among all long-term unions, the former boundariés between marriage and
cohabitation have become difficult to distinguish (Smock & Gupta, 2002). The
decoupling of union formation (and childbearing) from legal marriage indicates that the
law is unrepresentative of, or lingers behind, Canadian social behaviours, which favour

more inclusive forms of conjugal association.

In North America, the increase in common-law marriage and concomitant decrease in
legal marriage embodies a departure from a marriage-based model of conjugal life. The
distinguished American demographer Kingsley Davis (1985) argues that growth in
cohabitation would be of negligible consequence if it were nothing more than a trial
marriage or an intermediate stage between courtship and legal marriage. Table 2 shows
that common-law families account for a significant proportion of all Canadian families.

In 2006, about 15.5 percent of families (totaling almost 1.4 million households) were
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founded on common-law marriage. For most provinces, the prevalence of common-law
marriage is somewhat lower than the national average. This is because of regional
differences in the prevalence of common-law marriage. In Québec, close to one-third (29
percent) of conjugal unions are common-law. The prevalence of common-law marriage is
also higher than the national average in the Yukon (24 percent), Northwest Territories (28

percent), and Nunavut (31 percent).

Table 2 Common-Law Families as Percent of All Families: Canada,
Provinces and Territories, 2006

Region . Number Percent
Newfoundland and Labrador 16,935 10.9
Prince Edward Island 4,085 10.4
Nova Scotia ' 34,705 13.0
New Brunswick 30,995 14.2
Quebec 611,855 28.8
Ontario 351,040 10.3
Manitoba 33,720 10.8
Saskatchewan 28,850 10.8
Alberta 115,685 12.8
British Columbia 141,830 12.2
Yukon 1,965 236
Northwest Territories 2,990 27.5
Nunavut 2,205 31.3
Canada 1,376,870 15.5

Source: Canadian Censuses, 2006.

These regional differences reflect social differences in the meaning of marriage and
_ social acceptance of non-marital unions. In Québec, common-law marriage is displacing

legal marriage and has become the modal union for child-birth (Le Bourdais & Lapierre-
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Adamcyk, 2004). This demographic trend parallels the widespread abandonment of the
institution of marriage during the Quiet Revolution and the ensuing secularization of
private life. In Québec (and elsewhere in Canada), people are opting for common-law
marriage because it better ﬁts.their needs and beliefs. In large part, the high proportion of
common-law marriages in Québec is attributable to the rejection of the oppressive power
of the Catholic Church over conjugal life prior to the Quiet Revolution. In this respect,
common-law marriage is a break from institutionalized forms of control over individual
behaviours, which prevented numerous people from forming unions that suited their

needs or practicing their personal beliefs.

Within all adult age groups, the number of persons in common-law marriages has
increased over time. These changes are clear in Figure 4. For example, the percentage of
persons in common-law marriages has increased from around 7 percent in 1981 to over
20 percent in 2006, among Canadians aged 25-29 years. Among Canadians aged 30-34,
the percentage of persons in common-law marriages tripled over this period of time.
Overall, the increase in the prevalence of common-marriages appears to be more
pronounced among the older age groups than the younger age groups, suggesting that

cohabitation is maturing over time.
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Figure 4 Personsin Common-Law Unions: Canada, 1981-2006

The number of people who have ever lived common-law is a good indication of two

things. First, it demonstrates the diversity in conjugal life that most Canadian experience.

The idea of having a single partner (a spouse) for life is becoming obsolete. Second, it
-shows that the experience of living common-law is much more prevalent than that the
national average indicates. Table 3 shows that 32 percent of Canadian men and 34

percent of Canadian women have ever lived common-law. This is double the national

average reported in Table 2. Moreover, among certain age groups, living common-law is
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becoming a modal experience. For example, among Canadians aged 30-39, 46 percent of

men and 50 percent of women have lived common-law.

Table 3 Ever Living Common-Law by Selected Age Groups: Canadian Adults, 2006

(N = 22,204)
Age
20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+ Total
Men 27.2% 45.9% 43.3% 30.2% 14.1% 32.0%
Women 39.0% 49.7% 45.0% 31.7% 9.9% 33.8%

Note: Weighted percentages and unweighted N.
Source: The 2006 General Social Survey, Statistics Canada.

The rise in cohabitation is part of a transnational phenomenon. Throughout Western
societies the purpose and benefits of marriage have been redefined with the increase of
women in the labor force and with the reduction in state and institutional control over
people’s private lives. The acceptance of non-marital relationships (and marital
dissolution) is important because it reflects the recognition that the individual rights and
preferences are important aspects of conjugal life. There is a growing belief that conjugal
relationships are private matters and that institutional intrusion inté these matters
infringes upon people’s civil liberties. Overall, the state of common-law marriage in
Canada is just behind countries where it has been common for a long time, such as
Sweden, Finland, and Denmark. In these countries, common-law marriage accounts for
between one-fifth and one-quarter of all couple households, and it is a well-established

alternative to legal marriage. In Scandinavia, there is a strong preference for cohabitation
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because it functions as a private social contract between individuals, and it thus embodies
fewer restrictions on individual freedom and preferences (e.g., exclusiveness) than does

legal marriage (Eriksen, 2001).

Table 4 Proportion of Common-Law couples in Selected Countries

Countries Percentage of all couples Reference year
Sweden 25.4 2005
Finland 23.9 2006
New Zealand 237 2006
Denmark 22.2 2007
Iceland 19.9 2006
Canada 18.4 2006

Quebec 34.6 2006

Rest of Canada 13.4 2006
United Kingdom _ 15.5 2004
Australia 14.8 2006
lreland 14.1 2006

Sources: Anne Milan, Mireille Vézina and Carrie Wells, 2007, Family Portrait: Continuity
and

Change in Canadian Families and Households in 2006, 2006 Census, Cat. no. 97-553-XIE,
Oftawa: Statistics Canada, p. 36.

In general, most Canadians form one union, whether legal or common-law marriage, in
their life times. About two-thirds of Canadian men and women have a single co-
residential union in their lives (see Table 5). About 15 percent have two unions and 4
percent have three or more unions. However, age patterns reveal that serial unions are on
the rise, and growing numbers of Canadians have unions with multiple (more than one)
partners/spouses across the life course. As Figure 5 shows, over 20 percent of the 40-49
and 50-59 age groups have formed at least two distinct unions. Compared to Canadians

60-+, a higher prevalence of those aged 40-49 and 50-59 have had either 2 unions or 3
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unions. Figure 5 suggests that having multiple partnerships is becoming a more common

experience and that “one spouse for life” is outmoded.

Table 5 Number of Marital and Common-Law Unions in Life Time: Canadian Adults (Aged
20 and Over), 2006 (N = 22,241)

Number of Marital and Common-Law Unions

0 1 2 3 4 5 6+  Total

Men 17.40%  63.70% 15.02% 3.08% 0.59% 0.18% 0.02% 100%

Women 13.08% 67.70% 15.50% 3.21% 044% 0.06% 0.02% 100%

Note: Weighted percentages and unweighted N.
Source: The 2006 General Social Survey, Statistics Canada.
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Figure 5 Number of Marital and Common-Law Unions in Life Time:
Canada, 2006

Source: The 2006 General Social Survey.
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Living apart together (LAT) relationships are also adding to changes in conjugal life
(Milan & Peters, 2003). LAT relationships refer to non-resident partners, i.., individuals
in a committed relationship but not sharing a household on a full-time basis. In 2006,
almost 30 percent of Canadian men and 21 percent of Canadian women, who were not
married or in common-law marriages, were in LAT relationships. The LAT experience is
age-graded, reflecting social norms and personal preferences that depress the rate of
legal/common-law marriage at younger ages, but not necessarily the desire to form an
intimate union. LAT unions represent another dimension of the flexible nature of
conjugal life. Though some Canadians are unwilling or unable to form co-residential
unions, LAT relationships represents a middle group that accommodates their personal

situations and reasons for not cohabiting.

Table 6 Living Apart Together (LAT) Relationships by Selected Age Groups: Canadian
Adults Not Married or Living Common-Law, 2006 (N = 4,679)

Age
20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+ Total
Men 39.1% 26.5% 20.1% 19.0% 12.2% 29.9%

Women 43.4% 28.9% 24.2% 13.9% 2.4% 21.3%

Note: Weighted percentages and unweighted N.
Source: The 2006 General Social Survey, Statistics Canada.

Same-sex unions are another important change in the traditional Canadian family (see
Table 7). Until recently, it was illegal for same-sex couples to get married, but legislative

reforms in 2005 changed the traditional definition of marriage to include homosexual
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couples. For the first time, the 2001 Census collected information on same-sex unions.
The national average was 0.5 percent, representing 34,200 union households, though this
number is probably conservative given non-reporting related to fear of social stigma. The
2006 Census recorded 7,465 same-sex married couples, representing 0.1% of all couple
families. The number of male same-sex cohabitations outnumbered female same-sex
cohabitations somewhat, accounting for 55 percent of homosexual cohabitations
(Statistics Canada, 2002). About 15 percent of female homosexual cohabitations include

children, compared to 3 percent of male homosexual cohabitations.

Table 7 Same-Sex Couple Families: Canada, 2001-2006

2001 2006
As % of all As % of all
Number Couple families Number Couple families
Married - — 7465 0.1%
Common-law 34200 0.5% 37885 0.5%
Total 34200 0.5% 45350 0.6%

2 Same-sex married couples were not enumerated in the 2001 Census.
Source: Canadian Censuses, 2001-2006.

CONCLUSION
The meaning of conjugality is embedded in social norms or prevailing value-orientations.

The introduction of no-fault divorce legislation, for instance, demonstrates Canada’s

commitment to individual rights, and is a tacit acknowledgement of the impermanence of
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marriage. Our value-orientation no longer requires that people begin conjugal life with
legal marriage or expects that these marriage will last forever. What is occurring in socio-
demographic terms, then, corresponds to a maturation of liberal-democratic principles,
such as an emphasis on individual rights, egalitarianism, tolerance, and a rejection of
institutional control of private relationships (Thornton & Young-Demarco, 2001). The
collapse of traditional prohibitions against cohabitation, divorce, and same-sex marriage
indicates that current kinship norms cannot be evaluated against legal marriage. The
relevance of legal marriage has been declining since the mid-1970s. To be sure, marriage
continues to be a valued social institution, but it no longer embodies the unequivocal

definition of conjugal life.

Although North America experienced a brief pro-marriage phase after World War II, the
long-term historical trend is a movemeﬁt toward an emphasis on individual goal
attainment and personal fulfillment (Smock & Gupta, 2002). Beaujot (1990) argues that
the departure from traditional families is a manifestation of the freedom that the
Enlightenment promised. The gradual relaxation of external controls over conjugal
choices reflects the spread of individualism across Western societies (Lesthaeghe, 1983;
Surkyn & Lesthaeghe, 2004). The emphasis on individual rights and personal choice has
led to widespread rejection of oppressive norms and rigid institutional relationships.
There has been a shift in the meaning of conjugality in Canada and most other Western
societies over the past several decades. This shift corresponds to social and demographic

trends that have de-centered the predominance of marriage, and increased variation in
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conjugal relationships. In particular, the rise of common-law marﬁage reflects a new

tradition, which is about accommodating the diverse needs and preferences of Canadians.

[The rest of this page is left intentionally blank.]
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